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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To improve the strength of the boundary portions between the mesh 
portion and the non-mesh portions of the resistance heating member, by making 
wider the width of the frames of the mesh at the ends of the mesh portion where 
the same continues to or joined with the non-mesh portions. 

CONSTITUTION: The bulb 1 of the cold cathode discharge lamp used for 
illumination from the backside of the automobile meter panel is provided with a 
resistance heating member 7 at the external periphery thereof for heating the 
bulb 1 . The resistance heating member 7 is prepared, for example, from a thin 
film of stainless steel subjected to photo etching to be formed into a mesh 
structure entirely. The mesh portion 9 and the non-mesh portions 10, 10 are 
integrally joined by the very thin frames 1 1 which form the holes 8 in the mesh 
portion 9, and the width D of the frames 1 1 at the portion where the mesh 
portion 9 is joined with the non-mesh portions 10, 10 is made wider than the 
width d of the frames at other places on the mesh portion. Accordingly, the 
strength at the joining portions of the mesh portion with the non-mesh 
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portions, or the boundary portions, are improved and breakage of the heating 
member 7 at the boundary portions is eliminated. 
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